
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1/8

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Canadian DIY 

				Carving Series

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				2/8

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Copyright © 2019 Gary & Marie Crosby

				All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted for financial benefits in any form or by any means, or stored in a data base or retrieval system for the purpose of financial benefit without the prior written permission of the publisher, Gary A Crosby. This short e-book is provided free of charge for personal use only to all by 

				https://darkwood-woodcarving.ca, 

				Gary & Marie Crosby.

				This short e-book was created in New Brunswick, Canada.

				DEDICATION

				First and foremost I would like to acknowledge and thank my Family the many years of standing with me in this endeavor and in creating this book and others.

				And

				To all the woodcarvers that will use this book to create their own works of art.

				ACKNOWLEDGMENT

				We are indebted to the thousands of Canadian and World woodcarvers and wood workers who have shared their ideas and experiences with us over the years through the Internet and personal contact.

				Chimo!!!
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				PREFACE

				Over the past 35 years of carving and furniture designing Marie and I have gathered tremendous amounts of knowledge and skill learning from artists the world over, from the shores of Africa to the jungles of Honduras, to the depths of the Black Forest in Germany, and Eastern Europe, with their historical cultures steeped in tradition. We have taken all of this knowledge combined with a little Canadian flair and are now putting pen to paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future generations of woodcarvers and woodworkers.

				DISCLAIMER 

					The information provided within this eBook is for general infor-mational purposes only. While we try to keep the information up-to-date and correct, there are no representations or warranties, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the information, products, services, or re-lated graphics contained in this eBook for any purpose. Any use of this information is at your own risk.

				Carving Safety

				By: Marie & Gary Crosby 

				https://darkwood-woodcarving.ca

				1. Carving Safety is by far the most important aspect of carving and, of course, the first thing you should learn before picking up a carving tool. But, learning does not stop there. We learn through our actions and, yes, the mistakes of others. I’ve managed to make a few mistakes of my own along the way. This chapter is designed to provide you with as 
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				much information as possible without overloading you. 

				Whatever you do when you’re finished reading this ePub is up to you, but if you can walk away keeping the following points in mind we have success. 

				Five Basic Rules I follow

				1. Always follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for the tools you are using:  My first point really applies mostly to power tools. The tools I am talking about are the grinders, power sharpeners, and pow-er carvers that are available on the market. These tools are designed to do a particular job and are not to be modified.

				2. Keep the “Arc” clear in the direction that you are carving: This means to have noth-ing in front of you as far as you can reach. So, if for some reason you slip off your proj-ect with a carving tool, no one should get injured. Remember, your carving tools are razor sharp and will cut in a blink of an eye.
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					My second rule is mainly directed at the carver, and personal safety. When I talk about the“Arc” I mean the farthest you can reach in all directions with the tool you’re using. So I make sure such things as your body parts, cats, dogs or the family pet, your kids, grandchil-dren, etc… are not in the arc during carving at any time. By doing this I should prevent any possibility of injury to myself or others. When I slip, and I do, my carving tools have skipped off my project. Luckily I follow my rule and there is no possible way I could injure myself or others with a carving tool.

				3. Keep a full and well-stocked first aid kit in your shop: for emergency use and always have a way to contact the outside world in case of an emergency.

				4. I never, under any circumstance, do any carving with an attitude or when feeling stressed out: They say that you must relax to play golf and the same goes for carving. You must be relaxed and focused to carve.
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				5. Always use the right tool for the right job.

				There are a couple of other recommendations I would like to pass onto you. One is safety equip-ment that you should consider picking up. First, you should think about getting a good pair of gloves. I use weight lifting gloves because they are made out of good quality leather. I personally like the fingerless gloves with the palm of the glove that is padded, which helps when using palm tools and they provide good contact. I also would like to recom-mend picking up a good leather apron. It will provide you with limited protection to your mid section, which is very important.

				There are other types of safety equipment that can be used, that work very well. First the chain-mail glove which is used by butchers and cooks. The glove is very slippery when trying to hold anything. What I like to do is add on a large fingerless weight lifting gloves over the top of the chain mail gloves. This gives me the protection and grip what I need when I carve small items such as Holiday ornaments or when whittling. 
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				Another option is carving safety tape, if you do not like the option of the chain mail then Safety tape could work. There are lots of videos on Youtube showing how to use the tape. I am a little green and prefer to leave nothing for the landfill site, as you would have to throw the tape away when it wears out, chain mail is for life. 

				There are also other options such as full carving gloves, and there are a lot of them. Check them out on amazon for a larger selection. 

				Last, I always make sure that my wood is clamped down. This en-sures it will not move during carving. Plus it leaves both hands free to control the carving tool which is very important. 

				Disclaimer 

					The information provided within this eBook or ePub is for general informational purposes only. While we try to keep the information up-to-date and correct, there are no representations or warranties, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the information, products, services, or related graphics contained in this eBook for any purpose. Any use of this information is at your own risk. 
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				Other DIY books out and or planned for in the future 

				Spirit Faces

				Backyard Sculptures (out and on iTunes) soon on Amazon & Esty

				Carving a house sign 

				Carving a tree project 

				Types of carving tools 

				Christmas woodcarving project

				Types of carving woods

				Visit or Facebook pages for more information and become our friends! Chimo!

				Woodcarving Darkwood [DW] ( our main page )

				DIY Woodcarving (our how to page)

				Bark Caving (cottonwood bark carving page )

				Darkwood Patterns ( free woodcarving patterns & designs)

				Youtube: Darkwood Woodcarving (for some short carving video). 
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